il

i

' IUCNW vmzm - ZRVICE co'f'I SSION CROCODILZ ST SPECIALI 2 GROUP .‘"IL’JJLSI‘TER NO.

Yoo Tan (97

THE APPEARAVCE OF AN ITEN IN T”Iq N“HJLV” 'ER DOES NOT CONSIITUTE PUBLICATIC
£ % % » -

Helpll' This newsletter is both ckimpy and belated, owing to = paucity of

material. Special thanks to Wayne King, Rend Honegger, and John,Q‘den,

vho submitted mogt of the 1tem contained in this edition. Please, let's
hear from peonle.’ |

GENERAL

~ The following anpeared on page 228 of Vol, 1, No. 5 of Diving World,
the official magazine of NDA (NAUI&-W&*ional Association of Underwater
n=tructors-éD1v1ng Association): ‘ |
"Crocodiles wallow Stones. 680 crocodiles studied by British zoologl.
r. Rugh Cott, 5n Usanda znd in nortnorn Tholegin were Toung .to have stonesgs

in their ﬁthuC1?o‘ Dr. Cott used X-ruy to learn that the stones in the

lower part of the ot omguh,serve &s a countervweight for the Tangs, located

M zgher up, The weizht of the stones was tound to be one yper cent of” the
Cr - ot yod -

- erocodile's weight,*

It's encouragln" to see the work of our Group me bers aliracting
atten ion outside 4the immediate field of crocodl‘Lan ctudies,

U. 5. 4

Sample zrices for crocodiliang from “he Toveuber-Decen wery, 1373 orice
1ot of the T.i?aﬂelvnia Reptile Zxchange:
Crocndvlic »ig01; Lr,«h ir, 6 f+t. —«@7000.00

"y _intermeding, df R 3”‘70“ .
¢ Johnstoni, 3 £t «~=3750.00,

e

C.hm*ndorlnnﬂl ’O in.-— O Oﬂ;

'C.;moreleti*, 3% ft. 600 00,

C. ‘pataohrﬁctus, 4% [t.--5500. OO.
palusiris, Ikt -==8500.00,

Melano suchus niger, 3 ft,--3400, oo.

. The moreletii is advprti°oi as "0, S, A. zoo-rai sed", If this is true,
one wonderst which Anerican zoo, and how dig the’specimen get into the

comme“c1al wnr et?
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- John Ogden 3ubmitted the following 1qrorW1t10n on last summer's fatal

‘alligator attack in Florida (text by Lovett Wil: ‘ums)

"Note to the file Dortaining to alligator attack on a girl at Oscar
Shearer State Park, I lorlda, based on a velenhone converdatlon with
Lt. Col. Brantley GOOdJOH of the Florida Game and Fresh ﬁater‘fl
Gommission, on 22 Auvgust 1973, ' \

*I discussed the incident involv1np the 16“year 0ld girl allepgedly

’killed and partially eaten by an alligator with Brantley Goodson on the

phone., He advised that a thorough autonsy of the girl revealed that she
dia nat drown, but died of massive hemorrhape of the liver caused by &
broken rib from the crushed thoracic recion. The damagze was done by an
alligator. The alligator also removed one arm and part of another arm

and generslly mauled the body. The arm and other par*s were removed from
the alligator stomach by a ﬂildll;e Officer when ‘the alllpator was shot
the next daye. R / ' -

~ ®The alllrator was a nele measuring 11', 23*. Weirght was not recorded.,

As far as I can tell the thlng has” been handlec only by Wildlife Officers.

Biologists have not been involved - A more complete report will be

‘available at a later date from Goouéon's office in Tallahassee.-—Lovett

Williams® : ;

John Oguen adds that a lawsuit by the victim'sz father is pending
against the State apen01e involved, clalmlqg negligence in pernitting
gwimming in a lake where an alligator was known to occur, on the

*
: assumntlon that it was harmlesv. ' , ’

GEORGIA |
‘ ’The-following>is.from Dr. Howard Hunt, Curator, Atlanta Zoological
S rks ) » " o '

“Crocodile Breeding at the Atlanta Zoological Park-——in American
crocodile C, acutus and three Morelet'a crocodiles C. moreletii have
produced egss and young in 1973. Eleven C. acutus were hatched after
belng incuaafed for 106 days at 30 C. Eleven C. noreletii ercrs on the
verge of hatching after incubating 103 days in one nest were removed and
buried in an empty nest mound being suarded by anotner female, The

"fo ster? mother heard the hatchlinps bark, opened the mound with her feet

’znd took each baby crocodile to the water in her jaws., Once in the water

the female warhed away the shells and debrdis from the baby by moving her

* Additional data on this lﬂrld“nt were provided by Howard Hunt of the
Atlanta Zoo, who visited the site and talxou te State pPark offiria‘f

there. The "lake" hcxo the girl vas attac Pl doll, more 1liko a
swimming pool-sized pond. The gator was a l:ng time resident of a nearby
creek, and had only moved into the lake 10 davs before the qlrl’g death.
Hatchiling dlllﬂlt)z* pr oJucan distress grunts were nresent in the reede

around tico jaxe. e girl went gwimming alone in the dark, arcund 23:00 »

rvy
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;jﬁﬁéMproducihg a current of water in and out of her mouth, The-béby was
safé inside the lower jaw'pouch‘during this maneuver, After 5 min; of
washing the hatchling cwam out of the mouth,. The male C, zoreletil did not
attempt to eat any of the swimming babies and ran other cpecies of crocodi-
lians out of the water. The "foster" mother also guarded the babies ang
took one back into her mouth when it wasg approached by an agreasi#@(

c. moreletii, We are still waiting for results on two other C. moreletit
egg groups including the 13 lai& by the "foster" mother,»

MEIICO
~ The following is extracted from_WWF Internationsl Prozresgs Report for
1972 {¥arch, 1973) no. 63, p. 52 | | o |
*Morelet! s crocodile, Mexico—Propagation in 1973. Pirst par: of a
STOETe3s revort for 1972: . | :
. "'During 1972, operating witn Quite limited funds, the principle (sic)
objective was to have some of the Specimens breeding Successfully,
- ®'This goal was attained in September, when at the Tuxtla Gutierrez
200 the first batch was born; the new genaration is doing very well up to
aow (March 1973), i R
| "'The~restaof the animals in captivity at the Zoo and semi-captivity
in Alejandria Lagoon are in £ood health end we hopé that in the future
~other couples will mate successfully, ) | |
"*Experiments are being(made on'feeding especially“at'Alejandria,
Cirying to establisgh booulations of different animal Species which may bé
ised as food for the crocodiles there,
“'Field work for localization of new specimens, as well ag for
*logical end etological'observations, has been carrieq on elong the
state of Chiapas, L. . ,
u'Prof. Alvarez del Toro has prevared a complete monogravh on the
vhree species of Mexican crocodiles, which is now finished end is being
*dited. This wag all the knowledge gained over the years on this
2reject,. , t '

'OLONBIA o o
Wayne King revort g thé follovwing from Colombia: '
""Colorbia hag Promuleated a new seriesy ¢t wildlife remlations that
Jlect crocediliang: The minizmun size for Cairan crocodilua that can be




 hunted has been raiced from 1.2 meters to 1.5 meters. The subonecieg

avavoriensis has been totally vrotected an@ may not be levally’hunted;
In addi‘ion, huntlng of Caiman crocodil hag been totally prohibited
throughout the'DeD rtments of Boyoca, LundlqamQrca, Huila, Meta, Tolima,

Arsuce, Guainia, V"unes, and Vichada., This ts roughly the entire

Orinoco basin in Colombia. Hunting of C. crscodilng is permitted for
gpeclmensg over 1.5 meters in the jurlddi(+xon of the Inderema (Colcmbien
"Department of the Interior®), excent from April %o July.

'thting regulations are already (10 Zertember 1973) in force, but

itrade and exvort rovulations will not com2 into effect until after 15 ;
October 1973 in order to permit companies to exvort their current stock,
"Excellent as these new regulations qre, the hide trade may have
alrezdy found a way around some of them. In the past babillas (baby
Caiman crocodila°) hides were exnorted to Jevan in large quantities,

qudderly they are being ™imported” into Co¢onbla from Panaxa by ihe
hundreds of thousands~and thenrre-exnorted It i3 susveeted that these
“Panamanlun" Bablllwq actually originate in Colombia, and are re~imported
to that country after being smuppled to Panama "

PERU

Qupreme Decree No. . 934-73Ag, passed 3 October 1973, ‘bans indefinitely
thﬂ hunting of 311 wild animals in Peruvien Arazonie,

RECENT LITERATURE COF I’TULESP ‘

Information orovided by Rene anerger;

' Petzold, HPQ‘MGﬁth”' "Zam Augsterben Verurteilt? Uber den
cenwartigen Status und die Uberlebenqschancen der Panzerechsen,®

£e
Monatssenrift Aiw Ornitholomie undg VlVdrienﬁunﬁe, East Berlin, 1973,

A condensed account of the present statug of the various
procod1$ian_b\a01es. ' '
| % * »* *
Best wishes to 2ll for the New Year,

—=James Powell, editor
Plainview, Texa s, U. S. A,
9 Janvary 1974



